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My friends isn’t the Christmas story such a beautiful and perfect story.  What could 
be better than the gift of true love coming down into our world?  Think of how wonderful 
our nativity scenes picture it. There is the Mary, dressed in blue, looking simply radiant as 
she gazes upon her first born.  There is Joseph the proud step-father full or wonder and joy 
as the words of the angel spoken to him have come true.   

There are shepherds and wise men gathered with gifts to greet the new born king; 
while angels surround them all in a cloud of light, singing their joyous song of peace on 
earth and goodwill to all people.  

And to top it all off, at the very center is the little baby Jesus with his rosey cheeks, 
all wrapped up and sleeping comfortably in a manger, as the animals around him softly 
sing a lullaby.  It is truly the perfect hallmark card moment isn’t it. Everything was so 
beautiful and perfect. Or was it my friends?  

Each time I think of the hallmark card version of Jesus’ birth; I feel like that lady 
on the e-surance commercial who keeps shouting at her friend, that’s not how any of this 
works. That perfect picture we paint of Jesus’ birth where all is calm and all is bright, 
where everything is just as it should be, in the end is not very accurate.  

If we stop and think about it, the birth of Jesus is far from perfect isn’t it. Jesus’ 
birth is a lot different from the beautiful and pristine hallmark card version. The simplest 
way to put it this evening would be to say that the whole Christmas story is a hot mess.   

Imagine being close to 9 months pregnant and having to travel 90 miles all the way 
to Bethlehem because Caesar is taking a census so he can raise the tax levels. 90 miles at 9 
months pregnant, I don’t care what time of the year it was, but I imagine Mary was pretty 
uncomfortable, hot and sweaty during the journey. Imagine the fear that both Mary and 
Joseph felt as they searched for a place to stay in Bethlehem they were told there was no 
vacancy.  

Imagine what must have been going through their minds when as a last resort, they 
are offered lodging in barn. Here amongst the messiness and smelliness of animals, Mary 
would give birth and as we all know giving birth is pretty messy and is filled with pain. I 
am sure that all of the women who have given birth would agree with that statement; child 
birth is both painful and messy. And yet when we look at a picture of the Nativity Mary 
looks like nothing has happened. 

And then to top it all off Mary would place Jesus in his first crib, a feeding trough 
used for animals which is probably not the most sanitary place for a child, given the fact 
that the infant mortality rate was between 30 to 50% in the 1st Century.  

My friends, the Christmas story at its heart is messy.  So why in the world do we try 
to pretty up this story so much? Why do we want to turn it into that perfect hallmark card 
moment? Perhaps it’s because that’s the kind of story we’re looking for in our messy 
world.  We look at the messiness and brokenness of our own lives and we want some kind 
of escape to a world better than this one.  

Even as we gather on Christmas Eve, dressed in our best, we cannot escape that in 
our lives there are some messes, there is brokenness, pain, fear, hardship and suffering. 
And so perhaps it would be best to have a night off, and escape to a warm and fuzzy church 
with a warm and fuzzy story that can give us an escape and make us feel warm and fuzzy 
about life for an hour. But instead, we get this story, we get this story about a messy 
childbirth, in a messy stable, under terribly messy conditions. Why? Why this story? 

 



My friends, this is not the story we imagine or dream about, and this is certainly not 
the fantasy God we want or desire. But then again, perhaps this is the kind of story and the 
kind of God we need.  

What we hear on Christmas Eve is that we do not need an escape to some fantasy 
world, and the reason for that is because we have a God who enters into our world to meet 
us right here, who meets us wherever we may find ourselves. Our God does not give us the 
perfect hallmark moment we want, but instead gives us the one we need. 

On Christmas we hear the glorious message that God enters into the messiness of 
life to be with us. God enters into the messiness of life and feels and experiences life as we 
know it. Our God comes to us to meet us right where we are, in our brokenness and our 
struggles, in our highs and our lows, to let us know whatever mess we find ourselves in we 
are not alone.  

Our God comes into the messiness of life so that each one of us, and so that world 
might know that God loves us all and has come so that we might have life with him forever.   
 On Christmas love comes down into the messiness of life to be with us. Jesus leaves 
the splendor and glory of heaven to be with us, as he comes to us as a baby in a manager.  
But that is not the end of the story is it. If you think Christmas is messy, the story of God’s 
love for us gets even messier. 

33 years after his birth Jesus would reveal the depth of God’s heart once again as he 
spread out his arms on the cross and said I love you, God loves you this much.  Love comes 
down into the messiness of life and gives his life and rises again defeating the power of 
death so that we might be his beloved children for all of eternity.  Like the Christmas story 
it isn’t a hallmark moment; it is messy. And yet amidst the messiness we capture and see 
true beauty as we see God’s great love for us, as we see God’s great love for the world.   

Sisters and brothers in Christ, as we travel towards Christmas I invite you to 
treasure the messiness of the Christmas story, this story that promises that God meets us 
right where we are, and loves us for who we are.   

 
Merry Christmas,  

                      Pastor  
  
  

  
    
 
 
 

Pastor Joel will be available after services on Sunday’s for drive by communion 
outside the main sanctuary doors until 11:30 a.m. (weather permitting) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Council Meeting Minutes 
November 9, 2020 

 
Attending:  Pastor Joel; LuAnn Kruger; Josh VanDerPol; Gary Meyer; Kathy Fritz; Jim Jaenisch; Duane 
Jaenisch; Ross Pederson 
 
Absent:  Isaac Gosseling; Sandy Scanlon 
 
Devotions:  Luke 17 Jesus talked of 10 Leper’s and cleansing of them to the reminder of Thanksgiving 
holiday.  Gary led us in prayer. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Reports: 
Secretary:  M/S/P to approve secretary’s report. 
 
Treasurer:  Savings account $115,201.25; Checking account $28,960.20 
 
Discussion was held on various church accounts and what to do with them.  M/S/P to approve Treasurer’s 
report. 
 
Committee Reports:  None available. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  see attached form.  Discussion of 3 Christmas services to accommodate service for 
visiting families. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Snow Removal discussion; going to make further contacts as only one response to do parking lot 
only.  Still need someone to do sidewalks. 

2. Church signs discussion; M/S/P to approve to purchase 2 new photo signs from DC Signs for 
approximately $500 per sign. 

3. Parsonage Egress Windows discussion; Jimmy will contact local contractors to see availability to 
install Egress Windows. 

 
New Business: 

1. Scheduled Budget Meeting for Executive Council to be on November 16 at 7:30 p.m. at church. 
2. Nominating Committee discussion; Ross will contact the two members Robbie Dirksen and 

Tammy Jaenisch and Ross will ask Carissa if she is interested also. 
 
M/S/P to adjourn meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jim Jaenisch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor’s Report to Church Council                 Rev. Joel Gueningsman 
November 9, 2020 (Oct. 12th-Nov. 9th) 
 
 
Pastoral Acts 

 25 in person/phone pastoral visits 
 
Worship 

 Worship continues with guidelines from CDC/MNDH 
 Daily devotions posted daily on Immanuel Lutheran Facebook page 
 Holiday worship @ Immanuel (EVERTHING SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

 -Thanksgiving Eve (Nov. 25th) @ 7pm; no pie or coffee to follow 
 -Christmas program (Dec. 20th)  
  -regular advent 4 service at 9a. 
  -family only Christmas program at 10:30/11 am. 

 Christmas Eve 
 -3 services, max 150 per service 
  -1) 5pm, 2) 7:30pm, 3) 10pm Call church office to reserve a service time 

 Christmas Day 
 -9am 
 

Education/Youth & Family 
 WELCA Bible Study @ PPP still on hold due to coronavirus 
 Confirmation on for 2 weeks due to distant learning; one week as pastor as doing 

continuing education. 
 
Mission & Outreach 

 Chaplain at Clara City Care Center one day a week (Wednesday mornings) 
 Thanksgiving baskets ministerial association: items listed in bulletin. 
 Community meal Nov. 1st; served 160.  Next community meal Dec. 6th. 

 
Wider Church 

 Fall theological conference was Oct. 11th-13th  
 Bishop’s election this June at Synod Assembly 

 -Bishop Jon after much prayer and discernment is not seeking another term 
 -Congregations and individuals prior to synod assembly can nominate individuals 
 until Saturday, Feb. 15th.  
 -Boundaries work shop Nov. 5th. 
 

Pastoral Self-Care 
 Nothing to report at this time 

 
 
 
 



Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for January, 2021.  The chair person (s) will be calling 
you in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way.  Start thinking today what you can 
volunteer to help with…oh, and please say yes!  We have been having a lot of trouble filling the few jobs 
we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would be filled.  Thanks! 

 
Tribe up for service in January 2021 

 
  Chairperson:  Brenda Kabisch 
 
Ross and Brenda Harms 
Duane and Tania Jaenisch family 
Brenda Kabisch family 
Glen Miller 
Gary and Deb Nelson 
Larry and Jane Niemeyer 
Al and Sharon Satre 
Duane and Michele Shubert family 
Steve Sunderland 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 2020 Offerings collected for the month of November:  $6,215.00 
     
Date           Offering 
November 1          $1,170.00 
November 8          $1,575.00 
November 15          $1,650.00 
November 22          $980.00 
November 25 (Thanksgiving Eve)       $110.00 
November 29          $730.00 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 
 
Marvin and Judith Boike 57 years on December 7 
Paul and Brenda Tuve 44 years on December 7 
Norman and Linda Andresen 40 years on December 27 
Michael and Nancy Fritz 27 years on December 31 
Ricky and Darcie Meyer 26 years on December 31 
Darren DeRonde and Aeleah Soine 18 years on December 28 
Erwin and Carol Winter 17 years on December 20 
Davie and Angie Beyerl 16 years on December 4 
Shawn and Dawn Gibson 10 years on December 5 

 
 
 
 

Our next Community meal is Sunday, December 6 serving from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.  On the 
menu: Mashed potatoes, Ham, Green Bean Casserole and a Dessert.   We will be serving to 
go orders in the church alley way.   Please comment on the Church’s Facebook page or call 
the office at 320-847-2138 with the number of meals you are wanting. 



Worship Assistants for the Month of December 
(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

 
Sunday, December 6:  PowerPoint Operator:  Peyton Schlaagel 
    Acolyte:  Emersen Tatge 
    Lay Reader:  Ken Beyerl 
 
Sunday, December 13:  PowerPoint Operator:  Breanna Dirksen 
    Acolyte:  Jase Dirksen 
    Lay Reader:  Duane Dieken 
 
Sunday, December 20:  PowerPoint Operator:  Brielle Janssen    
    Acolyte:  Callie Jaenisch 
    Lay Reader:  Kathy Fritz    
 
Thursday, December 24: PowerPoint Operator:  Maggie Jaenisch     5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
    Acolyte:  Adrienne Pankratz 
    Lay Reader:  Judi Boike 
 
Friday, December 25:  PowerPoint Operator:  Peyton Schlaagel     9:00 a.m.      Christmas Day 
    Acolyte:  Addisyn Pederson 
    Lay Reader:  Carissa Pederson 
 
Sunday, December 27:  PowerPoint Operator:  Sam Miller 
    Acolyte:  Keegan Rand 
    Lay Reader:  Gary Meyer 
 

**No Communion Servers or Coffee Servers will be needed in December** 
 

Attention Confirmation Parents:  I am looking for volunteers for 
Christmas Eve Service for Acolyte’s and PowerPoint Operator’s for our 
7:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. Services.  Please call Michelle in the office if 

you are able/willing to help out 320-847-2138.  Thanks 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Please watch your mailbox first part of December, your 2021 Contribution Envelopes will be out soon.  
Please remember to pick them up.  If you could help deliver to family and friends, we would appreciate it.   
 
Drive-thru Turkey Dinner Benefit for the family of 4 year old John Booth, heart transplant recipient 
from Renville.  Sunday, December 6th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Roseland Reformed Church.  
Free will donation.  Please call 320-978-8911 with the number of meals requesting.  

 
New conversational phone line launches for seniors and persons with disabilities that 
are feeling a sense of loneliness during COVID-19  Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling 
isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers (who have been trained) are available 
to have a friendly chat!  The conversational phone line is open 9:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m. Monday – 
Friday.  1-866-777-0250 
 



The Parkinson’s Support and Education group continues to meet the first and third Monday of every month from 
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Because of COVID and social distancing, we have been meeting virtually every Monday via ZOOM 
platform.  Anyone who is affected by Parkinson’s Disease, or would just like to learn more, is encouraged to attend 
our virtual meetings!  To learn more about this group and/or obtain log in information, please contact Lori Petersen at 
320-321-8241 or 320-226-2343.  This support group is free and is sponsored by CCM Health in Montevideo. 
 
Please remember to contact the church office at 320-847-2138: 

 If there is a change in your address, phone number, name or any circumstances so that our records can 
be updated. 

 When your group, committee, or organization plans to have a meeting so it is cleared on the calendar 
and the church is available. 

 When a member of your family or someone you know is admitted to the hospital so visits can be 
made. 

If you have a change in a telephone number, home or cell, please let Michelle know in the office.  I 
will be working on the 2021 WELCA Volunteer handbook soon. 

It’s that time of year again!  The time of year we beautify Immanuel       
Lutheran Church with our floral offerings! 

If you have a poinsettia plant or other Christmas plant that you would like to share 
with us throughout the Christmas holidays, please fill out the form that will be in the 

upcoming bulletins.  You can either put it in the offering plate or bring it to the church office by 
December 22nd.  
 

Attention Committees!!!  End of the year reports are due in the office by January 19, 2021.  It 
hardly seems possible but it is once again the end of another year and with that ending comes our 
Annual Congregational Meeting in January which needs an annual report of each committee, each 
groups finances for the past year.  Please turn them into my office by January19, 2021, so that I can get 
them into a report and ready for distribution at the meeting.   
 
**All 2020 contributions need to be in the office by Thursday, December 31st. 
 
Due to COVID, our Sunday school program has been cancelled. 
 

Please join us for our Christmas Eve Service’s on Thursday, December 24 at 5:00 
p.m., 7:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. with that service being our Candlelight service.  Please 
call the church office at 847-2138 to sign up for a time.  Max 150 at each service. 
Friday, December 25th at 9:00 a.m. will be our Christmas Day Service. 

Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas!! 
 

Two opportunities to share the love of Christ during the Advent and Christmas season.  1) God’s 
global barnyard tree: check out an item you can purchase for someone locally or globally to help combat 
world hunger. 2) Star ornament tree: grab an ornament and purchase clothing for a local family in need. 
Please have items wrapped with ornament returned to church by Sunday, December 13th.  (This 
year they are asking, when you take a star ornament, that you sign your name on the “sign out 
sheet” so that the school knows who to call if they are missing any gifts.  The Sign-up sheet is on a 
clip board next to the tree.



 


